
Summer 2018 Recommended Reading 

Incoming Seventh Grade 

 

Summer is a great time to read!  The books on this list are just a sampling of the wonderful books available.  

There are many other places to get recommendations including: 

● Todd Library’s online catalog, http://stms.opals.dcboces.org, which includes reader reviews. 

● Poughkeepsie Public Library District,  poklib.org. 

● your friends and family!   

● simply try a Google search using a search term such as “great books for 7th graders”. 

 

You can access Todd Library’s ebooks and audiobooks through OverDrive.   

Go to the library’s homepage, http://www.spackenkillschools.org/todd/library, look for the 

OverDrive logo, and follow the directions there.   

 

Adventure/Survival Fiction 

 

The Emerald Tablet  by Dan Jolley 294 p. 

When Gabe and his friends find a strange old map in his uncle's office and follow it to a crumbling secret 

chamber beneath San Francisco, they think they're just having one last adventure before Gabe moves away. 

They don't expect to end up bound to the magic of the elements, or to set off a chain of events that none of them 

can explain. But they're about to get more of an adventure than they bargained for.  

 

Minecraft : the Island by Max Brooks 271 p. 

This traces the story of a new hero stranded in the world of Minecraft who must survive a harsh environment 

while unraveling the secrets of a mysterious island. 

 

Mysterious Benedict Society (Mysterious Benedict Society series) by Trenton Lee Stewart 485 p. 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to 

go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 

 

Starters (Starters series) by Lissa Price 336 p. 

Sixteen-year-old Callie, having lost every family member besides her little brother when a genocide spore killed 

all of those who were not vaccinated, thinks she has found a way to support them. She rents her body to seniors 

who want to be young again, but after a neurochip malfunction results in her being stuck in the life of her rich 

renter, she uncovers the horrible plan of her boss and must race against time to stop it. 

 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen 289 p. 

After beating a classmate into a coma, a fifteen-year-old boy from an abusive home is banished to a remote 

Alaskan island as part of a Native American sentencing alternative, where he is mauled by a legendary white 

bear and, while struggling to survive, begins to find humility and take responsibility for his actions. 

 

Biography/Memoir 

 

Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart by Candace Fleming 118 p. 

In alternating chapters, Fleming moves readers back and forth between Amelia's life (from childhood up until 

her last flight) and the exhaustive search for her and her missing plane.  The book includes incredible photos, 

maps, and handwritten notes from Amelia herself.   

 

 

Biography/Memoir (continued) 
 

http://stms.opals.dcboces.org/
http://poklib.org/
http://www.spackenkillschools.org/todd/library


Alexander Hamilton, Revolutionary by Martha Brockenbrough 372 p. 

Looks at the life of American statesman, lawmaker, writer of the Federalist Papers, and first secretary of 

treasury under George Washington, Alexander Hamilton. 

 

The Boy in the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson 231 p. 

This memoir tells the story of how Leon Leyson was helped to survive the Holocaust by Oskar Schindler. 

 

Breaking Barriers : the Story of Jackie Robinson by Michael Burgan 112 p. 

This book follows a selection of people who experienced the events surrounding the breaking of the color 

barrier in baseball. 

 

I Am Malala : How One Girl Stood Up for Education and Changed the World (Young Readers Edition)  

by Malala Yousafzai 230 p. 

Malala Yousafzai describes her fight for education for girls under Taliban rule, the support she received from 

her parents to pursue an education, and how the Taliban retaliated against her by trying to kill her.  

 

Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History  by Vashti Harrison 87 p. 

Contains forty short biographies of trailblazing African American women throughout history.  Among these 

biographies, readers will find heroes, role models and everyday women who did extraordinary things. 

 

Shoe Dog : a Memoir by the Creator of Nike (Young Reader’s Edition) by Philip H. Knight 273 p. 

In this young reader's edition of the New York Times best-selling autobiography, Nike founder and board 

chairman Phil Knight tells how he went from being an Oregon high school track star to founder of a world-

changing brand and company. 

 

Classics 

 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  by Lewis Carroll 239 p. 

Alice follows a rabbit down a rabbit hole and comes face to face with adventure and strange characters. 

 

The Call of the Wild  by Jack London  

This adventure is drawn from London's own experiences as a Klondike adventurer, relating the story of a heroic 

dog, Buck, who is caught in the brutal life of the Alaska Gold Rush.  Buck ultimately faces a choice between 

living in man's world and returning to nature. 

 

A Journey to the Center of the Earth by Jules Verne 244 p. 

Three men dare to adventure into a subterranean world full of danger and beauty. They discover many unusual 

things on their trip to the Earth's mysterious core.  

 

Old Yeller by Fred Gipson 181 p. 

In the late 1860s in the Texas hill country, a big yellow dog and a fourteen-year-old boy form a close, loving 

relationship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fantasy 

 

The Alchemyst (The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel series) by Scott Michael 375 p. 



While working at summer jobs in San Francisco, fifteen-year-old twins, Sophie and Josh, suddenly find 

themselves caught up in the deadly, centuries-old struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas Flamel and John 

Dee, over the possession of an ancient book holding the secret formulas for alchemy and everlasting life. 

 

A World Without Heroes (Beyonders series) 454 p. 

Fourteen-year-old Jason Walker is transported to a strange world called Lyrian, where he joins Rachel and a 

few rebels to piece together the Word that can destroy the malicious wizard emperor, Surroth. 

 

Dragon Captives (Unwanted Quests series) by Lisa McMann 419 p. 

Magical twins Fifer and Thisbe Stowe have spent their entire lives wishing for an adventure. When a dragon 

shows up claiming that his family is being kept as slaves in their homeland, the twins sneak off to the land of 

the dragons to help them 

 

The Fellowship of the Ring : Being the First Part of The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien 479 p. 

Sam and Frodo begin their quest that will take them into Suaron where they can destroy the Ring of Power in 

Mount Doom. 

 

The Finisher (Vega Jane series) by David Baldacci 497 p. 

Fourteen-year old Vega Jane always thought that no one would ever leave her village, Wormwood, because it is 

surrounded by a dark forest filled with monsters.  But then the unthinkable happens.   Quentin Herms, her 

teacher, disappears into the woods and he leaves a message that alerts her to the secrets he tried to leave behind. 

 

Magyk (Septimus Heap series) by Angie Sage 564 p. 

Jenna learns that she is a princess found as a baby by the man she believed was her father and now she and 

Septimus, who was taken at birth by the midwife, are being threatened by the evil wizard, DomDaniel, who 

intends to finish off the entire royal line. 

 

Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan (Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard series) 497 p. 

Magnus Chase, a homeless boy living in Boston, finds out he is the son of a Norse god. 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Chasing Secrets by Gennifer Choldenko 278 p. 

Thirteen-year-old Lizzie and her secret friend Noah, who is hiding in her house, plan to rescue Noah's father 

from the quarantined Chinatown, and save everyone they love from contracting the plague that is spreading in 

1900 San Francisco. 

 

Crispin : the Cross of Lead (Crispin series) by Avi 262 p. 

Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village 

and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret. 

 

Fallout by Todd Strasser 258 p. 

When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 1962, Scott is forced into his father's bomb 

shelter with his family and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and fear the worst about the 

fate of the world outside. 

 

 

Historical Fiction (continued) 
 

Listen to the Moon by Michael Morpurgo 341 p. 



Merry was traveling on the ship, Lusitania, to visit her father who is recovering from a war injury when the ship 

is torpedoed and sunk by a German u-boat.  She is found on an uninhabited island by Alfie and his father, but 

she has no memory of who she is or what happened. 

 

Sink or Swim : a Novel of World War II by Steve Watkins 247 p. 

In January 1942, twelve-year-old Colton is on his family's fishing boat in the Atlantic with his older brother 

Danny when the boat is capsized by a Nazi U-boat, and Danny is severely injured; realizing how close the 

enemy is, Colton takes his brother's enlistment papers and joins the Navy, determined to do his part to defeat 

Germany--if only he can keep his age a secret and survive life at sea. 

 

Stowaway by Karen Hesse 319 p. 

A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor 

which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook.  

 

Mystery 

 

Doll Bones by Holly Black 244 p. 

Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting out 

imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made from 

the ashes of a dead girl. 

 

Nobody’s Secret by Michaela MacColl 240 p. 

When fifteen-year-old Emily Dickinson meets a charming, mysterious young man who playfully refuses to tell 

her his name, she is intrigued--so when he is found dead in her family's pond in Amherst she is determined to 

discover his secret, no matter how dangerous it may prove to be. 

 

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier 350 p. 

Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house 

where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and 

secrets of the cursed house. 

 

Theodore Boone : Kid Lawyer (Theodore Boone  series) by John Grisham 263 p.  

Theodore Boone is a teenager and a lawyer in a murder trial because he is the only one who knows the truth. 

 

Who Could That Be at This Hour (All the Wrong Questions series) by Lemony Snicket 258 p. 

Thirteen-year-old Lemony Snicket begins his apprenticeship with S. Theodora Markson of the secretive V.F.D. 

in the tiny dot of a town called Stain'd By The Sea, where he helps investigate the theft of a statue. 

 

Nonfiction 

 

The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team's Epic Journey to Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics 

(adapted for young readers) by Daniel James Brown 227 p. 

This is the dramatic story of the American rowing team that stunned the world at Hitler's 1936 Berlin Olympics.  

The team was  the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and this tells of their epic quest for an 

Olympic gold medal. This team transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of millions of Americans.  

 

 

Nonfiction (continued) 

 

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer  by James L. Swanson 194 p. 

This book recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through 

Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia. It also examines the impact of his death on those close to him. 



 

Coding Projects in Scratch by Jon Woodcock 224 p. 

A step-by-step visual guide to coding your own animations, games, simulations and more! 

 

Flags of Our Fathers : Heroes of Iwo Jima by James Bradley (adapted for young people) 211 p. 

James Bradley examines the lives of the six young men who raised the American flag over Iwo Jima in 

February 1945 and were immortalized by a famous photograph--one of whom was Bradley's father. 

 

Impact! : Asteroids and the Science of Saving the World (Scientists in the Field series) by Elizabeth Rusch 76 p. 

Asteroids come in all shapes and sizes. What happens if a catastrophically large one approaches earth? By 

looking on the ground at historical asteroid craters and present-day falls, and up into space for the big ones yet 

to come, a wide variety of scientists are trying to figure out how to track asteroids--and how to avoid 

devastating impacts in the future 

 

Make Me the Best Volleyball Player (Make Me the Best Athlete series) 48 p. 

Introduces readers to volleyball's top stars and what it takes to be the best of the best. The title features 

historical sidebars, how-to fact boxes, tips and drills, and a glossary. 

 

Realistic Fiction 

 

Baseball Genius (Baseball Genius) by Tim Green 344 p. 

Eager to play for the local 13-and-under Rockets despite its starting pitcher, who is both a bully and the favored 

son of the team’s harsh coach, Jalen steals a bag of autographed baseballs from aging Yankees’ superstar James 

Yager to sell to earn the $990 fee. Caught, he escapes punishment by claiming so insistently that he can predict 

pitches that the skeptical but slumping Yager brings him to Yankee Stadium for a tryout. 

 

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 292 p. 

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of 

burrowing owls from a proposed construction site.  

 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 295 p. 

Fifth-grader Melody has cerebral palsy, a condition that affects her body but not her mind. Because of her 

physical limitations, people do not realize that she is a brilliant person who is trapped inside her body.  Melody 

is  determined to make her mark in the world despite her inability to walk or speak. 

 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 239 p. 

A graphic novel adventure about a girl who discovers roller derby right as she and her best friend are growing 

apart. 

 

Schooled by Gordon Korman 208 p. 

Capricorn Anderson, an extremely sheltered and home-schooled hippie, gets a crash course in modern school 

politics when he has to attend the local public middle school. 

 

 

 

Realistic Fiction (continued) 
 

Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 322 p. 

Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at the one place the Great Eclipse can be seen in totality, each carrying the burden of 

different personal problems, which become dim when compared to the task they embark upon and the 

friendship they find. 

 



Science Fiction 

 

Children of Exile (Children of Exile series) by Margaret Peterson Haddix 296 p. 

A twelve-year-old girl raised in a foster village is returned to her biological parents, and discovers home is not 

what she expected it to be. 

 

The Hunger Games  by Suzanne Collins 374 p. 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the annual Hunger Games, a grave 

competition hosted by the Capitol where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised fight 

to the death. 

 

The Angel Experiment (Maximum Ride series) by James Patterson 422 p. 

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "bird kids," who are the result of 

genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and 

purpose. 

 

The Maze Runner (Maze Runner series) by James Dashner 375 p. 

Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must work with the 

community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. 

 

Space Case (Moon Base Alpha series) by Stuart Gibbs 337 p. 

Dashiell Gibson, who lives on Moon Base Alpha, has to solve a murder of one of the moon's most prominent 

doctors. 

 

 


